
MAGNITUDE OF THE 
CORRECTIONAL MINISTRY 
IN ARIZONA

“The Church provides support to adults and 

youth who are incarcerated.”

Providing Support for Those in Correctional 

Facilities
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/callings/melchizedek-

priesthood/my-calling/-providing-support-for-those-in-correctional-

facilities?lang=eng
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Correctional Facilities in Arizona



~73,000 Total Inmates in Arizona

• 18 State Prisons: 36,254 (32,814 male, 3,440 

female)

• 4 Federal Prisons: ~3,400

• 3 Private Prisons: ~14,000

• 15 County Jails: ~14,000

• 6 Detention Facilities (i.e., ICE): ~3,000

• 16 Juvenile Centers: ~2,000

• Total estimated LDS: 3,650 to 5,100 (5-7%)



Arizona Department of Corrections, 
Rehabilitation, and Reentry—Sept 2021
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Branches, Workers and Attendance

• 20 Correctional Branches sponsored by 20 agent 

stakes with 31 additional stakes supporting

• 4 ministries (not branches)

• ~700 workers/letter writers

• Attendance previous to COVID-19: approximately 

1,500 to 3,000/week, of which up to 60% are non-

members

• Based on information from 10 branches:

– Current attendance: about 50% of pre-COVID-19

– 46 individuals have been/will be released in 2021
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Agent Stake, Correctional Facility Branch and Supporting Stake Organization

Agent Stake for 
Correctional Facility 

Branch:
Directs, staffs and supports the 

correctional branch

Correctional Facility 
Branch:

Conducts the 
correctional ministry

Supporting Stake/s:
Staffing for the branch 
(callings and releases 
coordinated with the 

agent stake) 

Arizona 
Correctional 
Committee

(no priesthood keys, 
DOES NOT direct the 

ministry)

Area Seventy,
Coordinating CouncilArea Seventy

Responsible for 
coordinating support for 
the ministry in Arizona.

Coordinating 
support of the 

correctional 
ministry

Provides training and  
resources as needed to 

agent/supporting 
stakes, correctional 

facility branches, and 
receiving stakes and 

wards under the 
direction of priesthood 

keyholders. 

Website with 
resources: 

www.arizonacorrectio
nalcommittee.org

Home (receiving)  
Units: 

Continue ministry

Inmate release and 
transition/re-entry

2-Dec-21

http://www.arizonacorrectionalcommittee.org/




What is the Arizona Correctional Committee 
(ACC)?

“Direction and training for agent stake presidencies and 

for correctional facility branch presidencies is provided 

by an assigned Area Seventy, as needed, and by others 

who may be called to assist.”1

• The ACC is comprised of individuals who are the 

“others…called to assist.” 1 

• The committee strives to respect and not interfere 

with the mantle carried by priesthood keyholder(s).

• Acts as a liaison with institutions/agencies in the state.
1Providing Support for Those in Correctional Facilities: 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/callings/melchizedek-priesthood/my-

calling/-providing-support-for-those-in-correctional-facilities?lang=eng

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/callings/melchizedek-priesthood/my-calling/-providing-support-for-those-in-correctional-facilities?lang=eng

